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                                         --Red Storm Spot on Jupiter, courtesy NASA 

 

Welcome to The Weekly Planets, keeping you involved with current events from an astrological 

perspective.  Your comments and suggestions are welcome.   

Cosmic Weather for the Week   8/17/15 to 8/22/15 
 

 
       

One thing not mentioned in last week’s discussion of Venus disappearing from the sky over the 11 days 
from about August 6-17 is that Venus is the lord of Jala Tattva, or the Water Element.   Venus rules waters, 
liquid chemicals, drugs, and the firefighters who use water to put out fire.   The fingerprints of a victimized 



2 
 

Venus—burned in the Sun’s rays and recovering beneath the Earth-- were all over the horrendous blast 
that happened precisely as Venus came to 0 Leo on its way back into Cancer last week on Aug 12.    As 
noted beforehand in The Weekly Planets, “Venus is retrograding through Leo and on Thursday it shifts 
backward into Cancer, which is a point of gandanta where the energy is trapped between fire and water 
with no easy release.  This coincides with a New Moon within a day, so expect all the foregoing areas to be 
even more fully missing in action.”   
 
That dangerous shift manifested in the disastrous Tianjin chemicals explosion in a large port city in 
northern China, where over 100 people died including many firefighters, and huge damage was wreaked 
on the warehouses holding industrial chemicals, on residences, and on thousands of cars and containers 
parked nearby.  Reports circulated that the firefighters who responded to an initial blaze at the warehouse 
were uninformed as to the whereabouts of  toxic chemicals, including calcium carbide that reacts with 
water to make huge explosions, and that spraying water on this triggered a second huge blast of 
ammonium nitrate that also was stored there.  The firefighters’ courageous actions to prevent harm thus 
may have triggered the worst of the detonations. 
 

         
                                                                                                     ---from cellphone video by Dan Van Duren 
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Many thousands of new vehicles parked by the warehouses also were destroyed.  Venus as a speedy and 
comfort-giving graha rules vehicles. 
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The chart for the explosion has Taurus rising, ruled by Venus.  Venus is retrograde in the 4th house of 
buildings and vehicles, and it is at 0 degrees Leo.  The event occurred at night, and Venus being a day 
strong planet is more prone to cause harm and injury at night.  It is joined to the dangerous 8th lord 
Jupiter, which also functions less protectively at night, and to Mercury, the dispositor of Rahu which rules 
poisons.  The 4th house is hemmed in between Rahu in the 5th and Sun and debilitated Mars in the 3rd.  The 
Moon is very weak as it is deeply waning in the 3rd house, which is 8 houses away from the 8th of fate—a 
further octave of harmful potential.  Moon’s declination from Earth was rising to exactly match Sun’s, a so-
called parallel which causes extreme volatile movements when Moon parallels Sun.  And of course Saturn 
aspects the 4th house of the blast site, with Saturn’s special 10th aspect showing diligent work being done 
by the significator of sorrow, death, mistakes, negligence, and ignorance. 
 
As of August 17 the Sun and Venus have completed the Inferior Conjunction and Venus now begins to 
appear in the pre-dawn sky as the Morning Star in the East.  Many Venus issues have arisen while it was 
away, must be further scrutinized and then are To Be Continued, especially after it turns direct on 
September 6. 
 
Other important changes this week include the change of signs from Cancer to Leo by the Sun last night,  
Sun moving through its own gandanta chasm and coming into its own sign.  After some initial disruption 
and instability Sun will come into a period of confidence where it will act with effectiveness especially 
during the daytime.  Sun is joining the benefic Jupiter, and this is a yoga for religious and spiritual 
initiatives.  But as Sun puts Jupiter into combustion—being too close to the cruel rays of Sun—there can 
be a deep shadow of fanaticism and stubbornness. 
 
Mercury moves into UttaraPhalguni nakshatra in mid week, where it tries to bring about positive 
initiatives for families and find new ways of fairly sharing.  This nakshatra is said to be under the Lord of 
the Animals, so Mercury brings a positive time for helping our fellow fourleggeds and other-number-
leggeds. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Market View for the Week  (not to be taken as investment advice—strictly opinion) 

             With the spinning tight range of the market the stealth down channel since the May high in SPX 
manages to go unnoticed.  But with Sun heading into a square with Saturn and most of the planets 
heading south into more depressed declinations, this week should once again show that the resistance is 
real. 
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                                                                                                                                            ---Declination tables from cafeastrology.com 

                                                     

      
 
 
                                                           

Sat Siri Khalsa was awarded the title of Jyotish Medha Pragya by the Indian Council of Astrological 

Sciences.  She is the Vice President of the CVA, Council of Vedic Astrology, which tests and certifies 

practicing Vedic Astrologers from many different schools around the world.  Sat Siri is a Certified Jaimini 
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